
 

 

    
 

 

  

  

 

 

  

  

    

  

  

  

     

   

  

    

  

TOURIST DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 

Wednesday, October 19, 2016 12:00 Noon 

Columbia County Tourist Development Office 

971 West Duval Street 

Lake City, FL 32055 

AGENDA 

 Call to Order 

 Welcome 

 TDC Roll Call 

 Introductions 

o Guests 

 Old Business 

o 2017 Airshow - $1,000 

o Sign at I-75 

o Fee structure for tournaments 

 Next Meeting Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

 Adjournment 



 

 

                         

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

  

 

 

   

              

             

            

     

        

             

  

            

           

           

      

                 

       

           

      

 

         

           

           

 

          

     

Mrs. Paula Vann 

Columbia County Tourist Development Council 

PO Box 1847 

Lake City, FL 32056 

Paula, 

We are providing this information to you to see if you are interested in partnering with us in 

sponsoring the 2017 Gateway to Florida Air Show in Lake City, Florida once again? We are 

seeking the TDC’s support of this event in the form of $1,000. Feel free to contact me if you 

would like to increase your partnership level. 

Our event date is tentative for March/April, 2017, from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM for the air show 

itself at the Gateway Airport in Lake City, Florida. There will be other things happening 

throughout the day. 

The show this year was a huge success, but only with your help. The economic impact the 2016 

Air Show had from just April 7th through the 11th were: 

 All of the hotels in town were booked at 100%, and have all said that this IS the largest 

event Lake City has had (even over Suwannee River Jam). 

 The large restaurants said that sales were up by at least 50% over last year and 50% 

higher than anything this year so far 

 Your office provided an economic impact based on attendance for the event for the above 

dates of $12,983,000 on our LOCAL community which included hotels, restaurants, and 

shopping. 

In addition to this, Jammin Productions spent over $300,000 LOCALLY on rental cars, fencing, gas, 

smoke oil, printing, marketing, merchandise, volunteers, VIP and performer food, and much 

more. Additionally, The Thunderbirds used 16,200 gallons of jet fuel purchased directly from 

HAECO 

The community is VERY excited to have this event take place since it was something all of our 

families can now look forward to. 

369 SE Falcon Road Branford, Florida 32008 (386) 344-2552 Crista.Thomas@gmail.com 



                         

            

                

    

         

        

            

          

          

           

              

  

           

        

   

          

           

      

    

          

   

       

       

      

          

           

        

    

     

       

  

The American Legion is the non-profit charity we have chosen for the 2017 Gateway to Florida 

Air Show. We also plan to have several other local charities who will also benefit from this large 

event, as we did this past show. 

The target audience is ALL ages. We will have bounce houses for younger kids, M-2 Battle Sports 

for kids, teens and adults, lots of oldies car clubs, and vintage motorcycles.  There will be a static 

display of military trucks, planes, and simulators on display to look at and interact with. There 

will also be food and merchandise vendors and so much more... YOU!!!!! 

There will be different TV and radio stations on site and weekly advertising at least 16 weeks 

before the event. Gainesville news, local Lake City news for TV and all local radio stations as well 

as other stations in North and Central Florida and into Lake Park and Valdosta, Georgia. We are 

still confirming others. 

Our plan is to have a minimum of 15,000 – 20,000 people attend in 2017. 

We plan on utilizing the following advertising and marketing strategies in Columbia County and 

the surrounding counties... 

- Radio- Every week for at least 16 weeks ahead of the event date 

- TV News- Every week for at least 16 weeks ahead of the event date 

- Paper- Every 2 weeks until event date 

- Area Magazines- Monthly/Quarterly publications 

- Flyers- in local stores throughout North & Central FL & South GA, regional rest areas, 

plus throughout the U.S. at various military events 

- Billboards- large 30-40 foot billboards on I-75 and/or I-10 interstates 

- Internet- On our website (lakecityairshow.com) 

- Social media- Facebook paid advertising, lakecityfloridaairshow 

- Cross-promotion- We send flyers out to people at other large regional events such as 

the Suwannee River Jam, military events, and classic car shows throughout the US 

- Live Event Recognition- Throughout the air show the announcer will advertise 

sponsors over the PA system 

- Regional airports- airports frequented by the private/corporate jet community 

located in Gainesville, Ocala, Palatka, Tallahassee, Valdosta, and others through their 

frequent flyers list 

369 SE Falcon Road Branford, Florida 32008 (386) 344-2552 Crista.Thomas@gmail.com 



                         

           

             

    

       

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

We very excited at just the thought of your sponsorship again of this event and we hope to keep 

a working relationship with you over many years to come! In addition, this air show approval is 

already in process for the 2018 performance year. 

Thank you so very much for your consideration! 

Sincerely, 

Crista Thomas 

Jammin Productions 

Gladly bringing back the... 

369 SE Falcon Road Branford, Florida 32008 (386) 344-2552 Crista.Thomas@gmail.com 
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WAITING FOR A CURE 
O’Brien family 
disappointed by 
feds’ decision not 
to OK new drug. 

By CARL McKINNEY 

cmckinney@lakecityreporter.com 

U 
NLIKE MOST 

BOYS with his 
disease, 12-year-old 

Evan Procko can still walk. 
Usually, they’ve already 
lost that ability by his age, 
according to his father. 

Evan and his parents, Bill 
and Kimberly, from O’Brien, 
were in Hyattsville, Md., for 
an FDA hearing on Monday 
to advocate for the approval 
of a drug to treat Duchenne 
muscular dystrophy. He’s 
one of 12 boys who have 
been taking it since 2011 as 
part of a clinical trial. 

When the FDA advisory 
panel voted against recom-
mending approval, Bill said, 
it was like reliving the grief 
he experienced when his 

Merchants: 
Air show 
generated 
$13 million 
Hotel, restaurant owners 
and tourism officials are 
delighted with the impact. 

By TONY BRITT 

tbritt@lakecityreporter.com 

The 2016 Gateway To Florida Air Show 
gave the local economy a boost of nearly 
$13 million, according to event organizers. 

The event had a huge impact on local 
tourism, restaurants and other service 
industries, officials said. 

Crista Thomas, owner of Jammin 
Productions, the event management com-
pany that brought the air show back in 
conjunction with the former air show pro-
duction manager, Vernon Douglas, said the 
event was a major success. 

“The hotels said this is the biggest event 
they’ve ever had,” she said. “The restaurants 

AIR SHOW    continued on 3A 
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Stewart said Anderson would make The Feb. 9 meeting also touched matter of public record. 

AIR SHOW 
Continued From 1A 

said they doubled their prof-
its in business for the whole 
week. [Air show performers] 
were here from Thursday to 
Sunday.” 

She said the “total reve-
nues that we’re estimating 
to Lake City was $12.9 mil-
lion.” 

Thomas said the esti-
mate was based on data 
from local hotels and 
restaurants and from the 
Columbia County Tourist 
Development Council. 

“Those numbers were 
just from the attendance we 
had and the hotels, restau-
rants and shopping — not 
from the event,” she said. 

Rod Butler, Holiday Inn 
and Suites general manager, 
said the air show provided a 
positive financial impact at 
a time that’s normally slow 
for area hotels. 

“During the period after 
Easter and before sum-
mer travel kicks in, hotels 
in this area typically see 
a drop in occupancy,” he 
said. “The air show gave 
us a much-needed boost 
for what would other-
wise be a quiet weekend. 
Several hotels, including 
the Holiday Inn and Suites, 
hosted the performers, 
support staff and vendors 
and were sold out over the 
weekend.” 

Butler said the financial 
impact also spread to other 
local businesses. Hotel 
guests dined at local restau-
rants, purchased fuel and 

visited local retailers. 
“Everyone benefits when 

an event of this magnitude 
comes into Lake City,” he 
said. “It was a big event, in 
terms of its impact, on the 
community.” 

Butler, who has worked 
at the Holiday Inn and 
Suites for eight years, said 
the air show and its finan-
cial impact made it one of 
the biggest events he’s seen 
since coming here. 

According to the Smith 
Travel Report, a hotel mar-
ket data and benchmarking 
report that tracks occupan-
cy rates, all of the major 
local hotels were at capacity 
on the weekend of the air 
show, April 9-10. 

On Friday night of the 
air show weekend, the 
Holiday Inn and Suites had 
a 100 percent occupancy 
rate, as did the other major 
hotels in town, including 
Comfort Inns and Suites, 
Home2Suites, Hampton 
Inn, Country Inn and Suites 
and Quality Inn. 

“Our hotel and our com-
petition were all sold out 
that weekend,” Butler said. 
“The dates worked out 
perfectly for the hotels, 

because it was a week-
end when we needed the 
business. Everybody was 
sold out, and without the 
air show we wouldn’t have 
been sold out.” 

Thomas said organizers 
spent approximately $20,000 
on 60 rental cars from Hertz 
and purchased close to 
$2,500 worth of gasoline. 
She said the Thunderbirds 
bought 16,200 gallons of fuel 
from HAECO — roughly 
$50,000 worth. 

She said fencing for the 
air show was purchased 
from local vendors. 

“For the community the 
air show was a humongous 
success,” she said, not-
ing she expects the finan-
cial impact to increase for 
future air shows. “Usually on 
any event, it just grows and 
grows each year. We did have 
less attendance than what 
we were planning on. Even 
though we didn’t have near 
the impact attendance-wise, 
the event had a humongous 
impact on our economy.” 

Thomas estimated the 
crowd at the air show at 
about 12,000 for Saturday 
and Sunday combined. 

Paula Vann, exec-

utive director of the 
Columbia County Tourist 
Development Council, wel-
comed the air show back 
after a long absence. 

“It’s been a decade since 
the last air show,” she said, 
“and that’s a huge impact to 
have in its first year back.” 

Douglas is also pleased at 
the air show’s return.  

“Our community enjoyed 
another outstanding event 
for families and friends with 
the return of the air show,” 
he said. “It takes a spe-
cial community to support 
family events like the air 
show.  Small-town America 
is still one of the best places 
to live and work and raise 
a family.  We give a special 
thanks to community lead-
ers who made this show 
possible.” 

y 
School. Evan’s 14-year-old 
brother, Billy, helps to care 
for him after school until 
their parents get home, Bill 
said. 

He was recently given 
a full-time caretaker at 
school as well. 

In 2012, the Procko 
Skate Park opened in 
Branford after Bill helped 
raise money for the project. 
A former sponsored ama-
teur skater, he hoped to 

CRASH 
Continued From 1A 

When Sasser’s 1996 
Chevrolet hit the left han-
dle bar of the bicycle, the 
FHP stated, she appeared 
to have swerved to avoid 
Davis. 

The car drove off the 
north side of the road. 

Evan and the others flew to 
Columbus, Ohio, for infu-
sions of the drug. Now, he 
receives weekly treatment 
at UF Health Shands. 

Last year, the trial 
expanded to include 60 
subjects. However, there 
are thousands of others 
who still don’t have access 
to the drug, he said. 

“For this generation of 
boys,” Bill said,” this is 
their life’s chance right 
here.” 

Sasser tried to correct the 
turn, steering toward the 
south, according to the 
report. Her Chevrolet rotat-
ed clockwise while moving 
east, then hit a tree on the 
north side of the road. 

Sasser died, while Davis, 
who was wearing a helmet, 
had minor injuries. 

The FHP did not state 
that charges were pending. 



   
                    
 

 
    

 
 

 
 

     
 

  
 

 
   

   
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

 
    

 
    

 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

        
          

    
 

  
        

  
  

 
              

            
                

   
 

  
    

 
 
 

      
 

COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA 
SOUTHSIDE RECREATION COMPLEX FACILITY USE AGREEMENT 

**Tournament Play** 

COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA of Post Office Box 1529, Lake City, Florida 32056-1529, telephone 386/754-
7095, (herein “Columbia County”), upon the terms and conditions herein agrees that the Organization named 
herein (“Organization”) may use certain portions of the Southside Recreational Facility in Columbia County, 
Florida, subject to the terms and conditions of this agreement. 

Name of Organization: ____________________________________________ 
Contact Person: ____________________________________________ 
Address: ____________________________________________ 
Telephone No.: ____________________________________________ 
Email Address: ____________________________________________ 
Tax ID No.: ____________________________________________ 

Date(s): ____________________________________________ 
Time: ____________________________________________ 
Field(s): ____________________________________________ 
Other Facilities: ____________________________________________ 

Nonprofit/501(c) 3 approved: _____ Yes ______ No 

Organization agrees to all Terms and Conditions and Insurance Requirements set forth in Schedule “A” & “B” 
attached hereto and by reference made a part of this agreement. 

Organization acknowledges Columbia County will have agreements with other organizations for the use of the 
recreational facilities, and Organization will cooperate with Columbia County in scheduling the times and dates 
of events to be held at the recreational facilities to avoid scheduling conflicts.  All scheduling and use of the 
recreational facilities shall ultimately be at the sole discretion of Columbia County. 

The undersigned representative of Organization agrees to all of the terms and conditions of this Facility Use 
Agreement. 

A $500.00 deposit will also be made payable for each tournament to the Board of County Commissioners. This 
deposit will be used to cover any costs incurred by the County or concession provider. Any unused portion of 
the deposit may be applied to rental fees.  This deposit may only be refunded when: 

1) The applicant cancels the event within 30 days of the reservation; 
2) The applicant cancels the event and Columbia County rents the facility to another event or tournament 

for the time period in question; or 
3) The County is responsible for the cancellation, 

If the County is responsible for the cancellation, notice will be given as far in advance as possible and a full 
refund of rental fees and deposits will be issued. If the applicant is responsible for the cancellation, any refund 
of fees and deposit will be made less the administration fee of $25.00. No refund will be issued if the applicant 
cancels the event and the County is unable to rent the facility. 

Signature of Organization or 
Authorized Representative:  ______________________________________   Date:  __________________ 

APPROVED BY: 
Columbia County 
Authorized Representative:  ______________________________________   Date: _________________ 

Board of County Commissioners Page 1 
Rev.10.6.2016 



   
                    
 

  
 

      
     

  
  

       
 

 
  

  
    

  
 
 
 
 

   
  

 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
   

     
               
              
 

 
  

  
 

  
     

  
 
 

INSURANCE AND INDEMNIFICATION: 

Organization shall supply a “Certificate of Insurance” reflecting minimum coverage of $1,000,000.00 bodily injury 
and $100,000.00 property damage.  Columbia County shall be named as additional insured which shall be 
noted on the Certificate.  The Certificate shall indicate Organization’s policy shall not be canceled without 30 
days prior written notice to Columbia County.  Organization must provide the Certificate of Insurance to 
Columbia County no later than 5 working days prior to the event or on an annual basis. 

Organization, including its contractor, agents and employees, hereby agree to indemnify and hold harmless 
Columbia County, and its officers, agents and staff, from and against any and all liability claims, damages, 
demands, expenses, fees, fines, penalties, suits, proceedings, actions, copyright violations, and other causes, 
including reasonable attorney fees of any kind and nature arising or growing out of and in any way connected 
with the Organization’s use of the facilities in accordance with this agreement. 

Signature of Organization or 
Authorized Representative: ____________________________________Date: _______________________ 

APPROVED BY: 

Columbia County 
Authorized Representative: ____________________________________Date: _______________________ 

Payment Date: ____________________Amount: _______________ Check No.:__________________ 

All checks shall be made payable to: 
Columbia County Board of County Commissioners 
Remit: Landscape & Parks 

341 S.E. Charmont Lane 
Lake City, FL 32025 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Columbia County Sports Marketing Director 
Kelly Lowrey 
Phone:  386.719.1453 or 386.361.0323   Fax: 386.758.1311 
Post Office Box 1847 
Lake City, Florida 32056-1847 

Email:  klowrey@columbiacountyfla.com 

Board of County Commissioners Page 2 
Rev.10.6.2016 



   
                    
 

 
 

 
 

   
  

 
       

  
 

     
 

     
 

   
 

 
     

    
   

 
         

     
   

    
     

 
 

   
 

   
 

  
 

 
  

 
     

   
 

    
   

   
 

     
 

  
  

 
    

 
   

 
   

 
_________________________________   ______________________________  

   

SCHEDULE “A” 

Terms and Conditions: 

1. Organization has agreed to carefully supervise all activities, and will be responsible for its own 
equipment, supplies, employees and personnel. 

2. Vendors on site during tournaments must provide background check to the Sports Marketing Director 30 
days prior to the event. 

3. Vendors must provide proof of insurance to the Sports Marketing Director 30 days prior to the event.  

4. Vehicles shall be allowed in designated parking areas only. 

5. Supervision and control of parents, players, coaches, and other participants is responsibility of 
Organization. 

6. Utility usage must be coordinated and approved through Columbia County Landscaping and Parks 
Department. Organization is required to use County Landscaping and Parks Department staff for the 
preparation man maintenance of the fields and associated facilities. 

7. Concessions will be provided at all events and games with the appropriate local youth sports licensee 
having first right of refusal to provide concessions. If the local youth sports licensee waives this right, 
then concessions will be offered to the other youth sports groups licensed to operate to the recreation 
facility. If all licensed youth sports groups decline to operate the concessions, concessions may be 
provided by either the Organization or a County sponsored youth sports group, at the discretion of the 
Organization. 

8. Columbia County reserves the right to reschedule, cancel or change times or dates for Organization’s 
use of the facility due to inclement weather, acts of God or other unforeseeable events which affect the 
health, safety or welfare of those using the facility. 

9. Organization agrees to comply with all terms, conditions, regulations, and restrictions of Columbia 
County for use of the facilities. 

10. Organization is an independent party and not an agent of Columbia County. 

11. Organization will inspect the fields and facilities and accepts them in their “as is” condition.  Columbia 
County makes no implied or express warranties as to the condition of the facilities or fitness for 
Organization’s use. 

12. Organization shall require all participants (parent/legal guardian for minor) to sign a waiver and release 
of liability form on behalf of Columbia County.  The form will be provided to Organization by Columbia 
County or Organization’s waiver and release form approved by Columbia County. 

13. Organization may not assign any interest in this agreement to any other party. 

14. Sole and exclusive venue for any dispute regarding this agreement shall be Columbia County, Florida.  
The prevailing party shall recover reasonable attorney’s fees and costs from the defaulting party. 

15. Organization will not allow pets to be admitted to the recreation facility except for service animals. 

16. All payments for the use of the County recreation facilities shall be submitted to the County’s 
Landscaping and Parks Department, shall be payable by check and shall be made out to Columbia 
County Board of County Commissioners 

Initial by Columbia County Representative Initial by Organization Representative 

Board of County Commissioners Page 3 
Rev.10.6.2016 
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SCHEDULE “B”- STANDARD FEES 

Terms and Conditions: 

The terms and conditions to rent the facilities for tournament play or events are negotiable depending on the 
size and scope of the tournament.  Typically, fees are based upon a standard $25.00 per field per game. 

When reserving fields and facilities, the organization will have 72 hours to execute the Facilities Use Agreement 
and pay the deposit. After 72 hours, unless the Facilities Use Agreement has been executed and all deposits 
paid in full, the facilities will not be considered reserved and will remain as available dates on the master usage 
calendar. 

A $500.00 deposit will also be made payable for each tournament to the Columbia County Board of County 
Commissioners. This deposit will be used to cover any costs incurred by the County or concession provider.  
Any unused portion of the deposit may be applied to rental fees. Deposits are due within 24 hours of reserving 
the facility. 

Tournaments with 15 teams or less: 

1. If tournament fees were negotiated to be less than standard field use agreement fees, tournaments with 
fifteen (15) teams or less will VOID negotiations and fees return to the standard $25.00 per game per 
field, or a $500 flat fee, whichever is greater. 

2. County staff will prepare fields for play the day prior to tournament start date, however, no county staff 
will be provided during play hours.  

3. Games must start by 9:00 am and end by 10:00 pm. 
4. Concessions will not be provided unless prior arrangements are made with organizations. 
5. County staff will open gates at 7:30 am and close them at 10:00 pm, to clean restrooms and dump trash 

for the next day of play. 

Organization or Authorized Representative agrees to pay: 

for the use of the facility. 

Facility ___________________________ 

Deposit ___________________________ 

No. of Teams ___________________________ 

Total Fees Paid ___________________________ 

Initial by Columbia County Representative Initial by Organization Representative 

Board of County Commissioners Page 4 
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